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Chairman Orange and members of the Committee:  Good morning, and thank you for the 
opportunity to speak on behalf of legislation submitted by Councilmember Alexander and now 
before the Committee for consideration.  I am David Nellis, principal of Return On Investment, a 
local marketing communications firm.  I was a founding member and continue to support the 
many good works of the Ward 7 Safe & Drug-Free Communities Coalition – W7SDCC - as a 
marketing consultant.  I was born here in the City at Garfield Hospital, graduated from high school 
here,  have family still living here in the District and continue to have a deep and abiding affection 
for, and devotion to, this City and the well-being of all its inhabitants. 
  
Therefore, I am here to express my support for bills B20-478, the “First-Time Sale to Minor 
Penalty Revision Act of 2013”  … B20-503, the “Alcoholic Beverage Window Advertisement 
Limitation Act of 2013”  … B20-571, the “Ward 7 Alcohol License Limitation Act of 2013” … and 
B20-598, the “Alcohol Sales to Minors Enforcement Amendment Act of 2013”.  As you may be 
aware, W7SDCC has been extremely proactive in Ward 7, working in concert and partnership 
with Councilmember Alexander, to address the very dangerous challenges to youth there, 
specifically with regard to the easy access to and high frequency of use of beer and distilled 
spirits.  The Ward has an inordinate number of licensed alcohol retailers, many of whom, we 
know with absolute certainty, have no compunction selling beer, wine and spirits to underage 
youth.  Nor are they shy about using their store windows to post excessively large advertisements 
for alcohol that portray a cool and chic lifestyle and that studies show are especially attractive to 
and influential with youth. 
  
So the problem is there and no one denies it. The questions are both (1) can anything be done 
about it and (2) do Ward 7 residents care enough about the problem to do something about it. 
  
The answer to both is YES. 
  
In 2012 and in concert with Councilmember Alexander, WDSDCC’s honorary chair, the Coalition 
launched Sign-Off, a Ward 7-centric effort to alert its citizens to the very real dangers of youth 
alcohol abuse and to ask them to “Sign On to Sign Off”, a campaign seeking proactive support 
from Ward residents for three, W7SDCC initiatives: Curtailing sales of alcohol to minors through 
increased enforcement; forced limitation of alcohol ad signage space in liquor retailers’ display 
windows and a moratorium on issuance of any more liquor licenses in the Ward, until such time 
as more sit-down, full-service restaurants were opened.  I am proud and delighted to report that 
some 2,400 Ward 7 residents signed on to Sign Off, supporting our mission and providing their 
names and contact information for further information from and involvement with W7SDCC in this 
effort to protect their kids. 
  
While it is true that I am not a District resident, I am nonetheless of, by and for the City.  And I 
urge you to support the legislation proposed by Councilmember Alexander, for it protects, 
promotes and provides additional security for at-risk youth living in one of the City’s most troubled 
wards. 
  
Thank you.	  


